PRELI M NARY | NFORVATI ON REQUEST

The follow ng constitutes an application for prelimnary
consideration for the nom nation potential of a property to the
Virginia Landmarks Regi ster and the National Register of Historic
Pl aces. This does not nmean that a property is being nom nated to
the registers at this tinme. Rather it is being evaluated to
determine if it qualifies for such listings. Applicants will be
notified of the board's actions in witing shortly after the
nmeet i ng.

Pl ease type and use 8-1/2" X 11" paper if additional space is
needed.

Al submtted materials becone the property of the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources and cannot be returned.

1. H STORIC NAME OF PROPERTY (if historic nanme is not known, use
current nane of area)

BALLENTI NE PLACE

LOCATI ON

Street or Route _Cape Henry Road

County or City _Norfolk, Virginia

LEGAL OWNER/ S OF PROPERTI ES. I ncl ude nanes and addresses of
all property owners in district. Attach additional sheets
i f necessary. (See Attached)

wWwmx N

Nanme:
Addr ess:

City/ State: ZI P
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4. GENERAL DATA

A. Date or dates of selected buildings:_Early 20th century

B. Approxi mate acreage: _|less than 10 acres

C. Architects or carpenter/masons (if known):

D. Primary Use of Buildings: _Residential; Single-famly

5. GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON

Bal l entine Place is today |ocated in the center of the city,
sandw ched between several suburban nei ghborhoods, i ncl uding
Fairmont Park on the north, Belnont Place on the west, and

Col eman Pl ace on the east. The eastern boundary of the area is
defined by the Norfolk and Western Railroad |ine and the southern
boundary by the Norfolk Southern Railroad line. Wile the entire
area historically and currently defines the Ballentine Place

nei ghbor hood, only a small, linear section of the area, aligned
al ong the Norfolk Southern Railroad |ine, is being proposed for
historic district designation. This area extends from Cromwel |
Road on the east to Keller Avenue on the west and includes only

t hose properties facing the railroad tracks al ong Cape Henry
Road.

The Bal |l entine Pl ace nei ghborhood generally consists of small,
nodest -i ncone houses that were built primarily between the Wrs.
The houses are typically frame structures defined by their
bungal ow fornms and pattern-book or kit-house appearance. They
are built close together and have small or no front yards. A
medi an strip between the rows of houses and streets are

| andscaped with crepe nyrtles. The group of houses facing the
railroad tracks and located within the proposed historic
district, are larger, nore substantial buildings that date to the
second decade of the twentieth century--the earliest years of the
nei ghbor hood' s devel opnent. These houses are generally of brick
construction, are two and 2-1/2-stories in height as opposed to
one story, and are designed in a vernacul ar C assical Revival
style. They are aligned at a skewed angle to the street, are set
back fromit, and have large front yards shaded by mature trees.
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Each house is defined architecturally by its gracious front
porch and its dignified appearance.

Though not representative of the residential architecture making
up the Ball entine nei ghborhood, these houses survive as the

ol dest and architecturally nost distinctive houses in the

devel opnment and represent the physical growmh of the area from
its rural roots in the 19th century to the working-cl ass
community that it is today.
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6. H STORY

Oiginally the plantation of Thomas R Ballentine, the Ballentine
Pl ace residential subdivision was platted in the first decade of
this century and was progressively built upon with houses over
the years. Although sone houses were built as early as 1909 and
bei ng advertised for sale at that tine, the subdivision was
primarily devel oped between the Wars wi th nodest, affordable
houses for the working class population. Ballentine Place is
noteworthy in the history of Norfolk for its association with
Thomas R Ball gntine, prom nent |ocal |andowner and

phi | ant hropi st® and as a working-cl ass residential subdivision.

Thomas R Ballentine grew up on a farmin Currituck County, North
Carolina. During the Cvil War, he joined the Norfolk County
Rifle Patriots, Conpany F. Followi ng the War, Ball enti ne opted
not to go back to his famly farmin Currituck, but instead,

j udi ci ously bought other farnms that had gone to ruin by

m smanagenent. He then returned themto working order and sold
themat a profit. During Reconstruction, his keen business sense
earned himthe elected position of Norfolk City Council man.

Ballentine's Plantation in Norfolk was | ocated just within the
line of trenches thrown up by the Confederacy in 1861 to save
Norfolk frominvasion. |In the first decade of this century, the
area was platted with its eastern and southern boundary fornmed by
the Norfolk and Western Railroad tracks and the Norfol k Southern
Rai | road tracks, respectively. 1In 1923, nore than a decade after
its devel opnent as Ballentine Place, the nei ghborhood was annexed
by the city, along with Ocean View, Edgewater and Larchnont.
Unl i ke Edgewater and Larchnont whi ch were uppercl ass
nei ghbor hoods, Ballentine Place was laid out as a grid system
with small lots nmeant to appeal to the working class. Instead of
a relentless grid, however, Ballentine actually consisted of a
series of long and narrow bl ocks punctuated on center by a |arge,
open space built with a school. Were the bl ocks on the southern
end of the subdivision intersected wth the spur of the Norfolk
and Western Railroad, larger irregularly-shaped |lots were forned.
It is on those irregularly-shaped, corner |ots where the ol der,
nore substantial houses, which are being proposed as an historic
district, sit and face the tracks of the Norfol k Southern
Rai | road |i ne.

By 1928, the area was far frommature. The central section of

! Thomas R Ball entine founded and built the Ballentine Home for the Aged in 1894,



Pl F--Bal | enti ne Place, Norfolk, VA
Cct ober 1994

the grid, fromHarrell Avenue on the west and G andy Avenue on
the east, was nore fully built upon with houses, while the
streets closest to the Norfolk and Western Railroad tracks on the
east were al nost void of devel opnent. Although the area was
clearly a defined nei ghborhood with clustered devel opnent, rmnuch
of the residential growh in the area occurred between the Wars
and into the 1940s. By then the area was a wel | -establi shed,
stabl e worki ng class conmmunity.

In the 1960s, the residents of Ballentine Place fought white
flight as African Anericans, driven fromtheir fornmer honmes by
redevel opnent, sought housing they could afford in Ballentine
Place. Despite initial reports of panic selling in the

nei ghbor hood by white residents, real estate prices remained
stabl e and racial integration occurred harnoniously.

Bal | entine Place survives today as a racially m xed, working
class community. Although its architecture generally | acks
distinction, the area provides inportant information on the

soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent of Norfol k and provi des a good exanpl e
of a working class residential comunity.
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7. PHOTOGRAPHS

Bl ack and white phot ographs and col or slides of general
views and streetscapes must be provided. Photographs of

i mportant buildings in district would al so be hel pful. The
i ncl usi on of photographs is essential to the conpletion of
this application. Wthout photographs, this application can
not be consi der ed.

8. MAP

Pl ease include a map showi ng the | ocation of the proposed
district. A sketch map is acceptable but please not street
route nunbers, addresses, buil dings, prom nent geographic
features, etc. Please include a "north" arrow. This form
can not be processed wthout a map showi ng the property's
exact |ocation.

9. ADDI TI ONAL COWMENTS:

10:  APPLI CANT | NFORVATI ON

NAVE: _TRACERI ES TELEPHONE: _301-656- 5283

ADDRESS: 5420 Western Avenue
Cl TY/ STATE: Chevy Chase, MD 20015

SI GNATURE
DATE: _Septenber 19, 1994
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PROPERTY NANE: Bal | enti ne

PLEASE SUPPLY THE FOLLOW NG NAMES AND ADDRESSES AS APPLI CABLE.
TH'S | NFORVATI ON MUST BE PROVI DED BEFORE YOUR Pl F CAN BE
CONSI DERED BY THE STATE REVI EW BOARD:

Mayor : Paul D. Fraim
1109 City Hall Building
Norfol k, VA 23501

Cty Manager:
Janes B. diver, Jr.
1101 Gty Hall Building
Nor fol k, VA 23501

Director, Planning D vision

John M Dugan, Director
Dept. of Cty Planning and Codes Adm nistration
508 City Hall Building

Chai rman, Pl anni ng Commi ssi on

Dr. WlliamL. Craiqg, Jr.
451 Lee Poi nt Road
Nor fol k, VA

Executi ve Director

Hanpt on Roads Pl anning District Conm Ssion
Arthur L. Collins

723 Woodl ake Drive

Chesapeake, Virginia 23320

Cty Council menber or Supervisor in whose district the property
is | ocated:

Herbert M Collins, Sr.
Rev. Joseph N. Green, Jr.
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